NEWGATE CALENDAR
ARUNDEL COOKE, ESQ., AND
JOHN WOODBURNE
The First who suffered Death under the Coventry Act.
Executed at Bury St Edmunds > $th of April, 1722
PREVIOUS to the passing of what was known as the
Coventry Act it was customary for revengeful men to
waylay another and cut and maim him, so that though he
did not die of such wounds he might remain a cripple during
the remainder of life, and such case was not then a capital
offence. It was also a dangerous practice resorted to by
thieves, who would often cut the sinews of men's legs, called
ham-stringing, in order to prevent their escape from being
robbed.
Sir John Coventry in the reign of Charles II. having op-
posed the measures of the Court in the House of Commons,
in revenge some armed villains attacked him one night in
Covent Garden, slit his nose and cut off his lips. Shocked
by so barbarous a deed, the Members of both Houses of
Parliament passed an Act, in a few days, by which it was
ordained that " Unlawfully cutting out or disabling the
tongue, of malice aforethought or by lying in wait, putting
out an eye, slitting the nose or lip, or cutting off or disabling
any limb or member of any person, with intent to maim
or disfigure, shall be felony without benefit of clergy." By
this law it is likewise enacted that " accessaries shall likewise
be deemed principals."
Mr Cooke was born at Bury St' Edmunds, in the county
of Suffolk. His father was a man of fortune, and when he
had given him a university education he sent him to the
Temple to study the law, after which he was called to the Bar,
and acted as a counsellor. After some time he married a
young lady, the sister of Mr Crisp, who lived in the neigh-
bourhood of his native place. Mr Crisp being a gentleman
of large property, but in a bad state of health, made his will
in favour of Cooke, subject only to a jointure for his sister's
use, which was likewise to become the property of the
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